TOWARDS A NEW SOCIETY

up and disintegrate. Such physical cataclysms
are not unknown in Nature, However, a geo-
graphical uxiity cannot remain exclusively limited
to  itself; it brings about other  unities by
the very pressure, by the capillary action, as
it were, of the boundary. The first unity that
is   called   into   being  is   the economic.   A
Zottverein (Customs Union) has almost always
been the starting-point of a national union,
Next or along with it comes the political unity.
India's political and economic unity has been
the great work of the British rule, however
that rule might be distasteful to us. It is an
illustration of Nature's method of compulsion
and violence, when man's voluntary effort fails.
India possesses a resounding roll of great names
who   endeavoured  to   give  her   this   solid
political and economic unity; Bharata, Yudhish-
thira, Asoka, Chandragupta, Akbar,  Shivaji
have all contributed to the evergrowing uni-
fication of Indian polity. But still what they
realised was not a stable and permanent tiling,
it was yet fluent and uncertain; it was only
the hammerblow, the plastering, as one would
say today, from an outside agency that welded*
soldered and fixed that unity.

Fissures of late have opened  again and
they seem to be increasing in depth and width